
3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3.0-1 

This chapter contains the project descriptions for both the 2020 Long Range 
Development Plan (2020 LRDP) and the Chang-Lin Tien Center for East Asian Studies 
(Tien Center). The University of California, Berkeley (UC Berkeley) proposes to update 
the current 1990-2005 LRDP for the UC Berkeley campus, which was adopted by the 
Board of Regents of the University of California in May 1990. The 2020 LRDP project 
description contained in Chapter 3.1 incorporates the 2020 LRDP itself. 
 
3.0.1 PROJECT LOCATION   
 
2020 LRDP 

The UC Berkeley campus is located in east Berkeley, California as shown in Figure 3.0-
1. UC Berkeley is adjacent to the downtown Berkeley core on the west side, and is 
surrounded by urban development on the north and south sides as well. University 
property extends into the Berkeley hills to the east, into the city of Oakland. A small 
portion of UC Berkeley’s Hill Campus extends into Contra Costa County. 
 
UC Berkeley owns and maintains over 300 buildings and 1,060 acres of property. The 
extent of UC Berkeley’s buildings is shown in Figures 3.0-2, 3.0-3 and 3.0-4. The “2020 
LRDP area” includes the entire UC Berkeley campus, as well as several land use zones, 
which are described in Chapter 3.1.  
 
As in the 1990-2005 LRDP, the scope of the 2020 LRDP does not include University 
Village Albany or Richmond Field Station; it also excludes remote field stations and 
other campus properties lying entirely outside the boundaries of the city of Berkeley. 
These sites are sufficiently distant and different from the main UC Berkeley campus to 
merit separate environmental review. 
 

TIEN CENTER 

The Tien Center project is proposed for the base of Observatory Hill in the Campus 
Park; the project location map for the Tien Center is provided in Chapter 3.2.
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Figure 3.0-1: Regional Location 
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Figure 3.0-2: UC Berkeley Buildings in the Campus Park and City Environs  
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Figure 3.0-3: Hill Campus Buildings 
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Figure 3.0-4: Clark Kerr Campus 
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3.1 2020 LRDP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3.1-i 

Please refer to Chapter 1 for a description of the Scope and Purpose of the 2020 LRDP 
EIR (1.2), and the intended uses of the 2020 LRDP EIR (1.5). The balance of Chapter 
3.1 of this EIR incorporates the UC Berkeley 2020 LRDP in its entirety.  
 
The 2020 LRDP provides a framework for land use and capital investment decisions by 
the university to meet its academic goals and objectives through the year 2020. It 
describes the magnitude and distribution of development anticipated within this period, 
in terms of campus headcount, program space, housing and parking, as well as policies 
and guidelines to inform the location, scale and design of individual capital projects. 
 
CONTENT OF THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION OF THE 2020 LRDP EIR 

This EIR includes several specific elements required by the CEQA Guidelines for all 
project descriptions: 
 
 Maps showing regional location and geographic scope (3.0) 
 A detailed description of the geographic scope of the 2020 LRDP (3.1.2), 
 A statement of objectives for the 2020 LRDP (section 3.1.4), and 
 A general description of the project’s physical, technical, economic and 

environmental characteristics (sections 3.1.5 – 3.1.18).   
 
Given the purpose of the 2020 LRDP EIR as a first tier program-level EIR, this 
description consists of objectives, policies and guidelines to inform future project 
decisions, rather than project-specific characteristics. Toward this end, Chapter 3.1 is 
organized into the following sections: 
 
INTRODUCTION 
3.1.1 Purpose of the 2020 LRDP 
3.1.2 Scope of the 2020 LRDP 
3.1.3 Academic Principles 
3.1.4 Objectives of the 2020 LRDP 
 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
3.1.5 Campus Population 
3.1.6 Campus Space & Infrastructure 
3.1.7 Campus Land Use 
3.1.8 Campus Housing 
3.1.9 Campus Access 
3.1.10 Campus Open Space 
3.1.11 Sustainable Campus 
3.1.12 Strategic Investment 

DESIGN FRAMEWORK 
3.1.13 Campus Park Framework 
3.1.14 City Environs Framework 
3.1.15 Hill Campus Framework 
 
PROJECT GUIDELINES 
3.1.16 Location Guidelines 
3.1.17 Campus Park Design Guidelines 
3.1.18 Campus Project Approval Process 

 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY UNDER THE 2020 LRDP 

The construction of 2020 LRDP projects is expected to continue throughout the life of 
the 2020 LRDP, at varying levels of intensity and varying locations. The environmental 
analyses in Chapter 4 assume no more than one million gross square feet of 
construction would be underway at any one time within the Campus Park, Adjacent 
Blocks, Southside and Hill Campus land use zones, which is approximately equal to the 
level of construction underway at the time the Existing Setting data were collected in 
2002 and 2003. Thus, the aggregate effects of the maximum level of construction 
foreseen under the 2020 LRDP are already reflected in the existing setting. 
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3.2 TIEN CENTER PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

3.2-1 

The proposed Chang-Lin Tien Center for East Asian Studies includes two buildings: 
Phase 1 and Phase 2.  The Phase 1 building would house the East Asian Library.  The 
Phase 2 building would house the Institute of East Asian Studies and the Department of 
East Asian Languages and Culture.  The Tien Center buildings are proposed for 
construction along the southern and western perimeter of Observatory Hill, as shown in 
Figures 3.2-1 through 3.2-6. 
 
In addition to the two buildings of the Tien Center, conceptual studies were developed 
for the Memorial Stair, which would connect the site with the adjacent Memorial Glade, 
while improving ADA and emergency services access to the Tien Center.  A possible 
second landscape element would develop Campanile Glade, an initiative of the campus 
Landscape Master Plan referenced in Chapter 3.1, in the area north of Campanile 
Esplanade.   
 
At the time of this writing, only general outlines of the conceptual proposals are 
available for the Phase 2 building, the Memorial Stair, and the Campanile Glade 
components of the Tien Center project.  This EIR addresses impacts of these 
components to the extent they are known; prior to consideration for review and 
approval, each component will be evaluated for CEQA compliance.  
 
3.2.1 OBJECTIVES OF THE TIEN CENTER 
 
The Tien Center project is driven by the following objectives: 
 
 CREATE A CENTRAL LOCATION FOR RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP BY STUDENTS AND 

FACULTY IN ALL FIELDS OF THE ARTS, HUMANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONAL 

DISCIPLINES WITH A FOCUS ON EAST ASIA. 

 PROVIDE A SINGLE AND CONSOLIDATED, STATE OF THE ART FACILITY ON THE CAMPUS 

PARK TO HOUSE THE COLLECTIONS OF THE EAST ASIAN LIBRARY, INCLUDING ADEQUATE 

STORAGE, RESEARCH, OFFICE AND CONFERENCE SPACE FOR BOTH CURRENT 

REQUIREMENTS AND FUTURE GROWTH. 

 PROVIDE A SINGLE AND CONSOLIDATED, STATE OF THE ART FACILITY ON THE CAMPUS 

PARK TO HOUSE THE INSTITUTE OF EAST ASIAN STUDIES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURE, INCLUDING ADEQUATE TEACHING, RESEARCH, 
OFFICE AND CONFERENCE SPACE FOR BOTH CURRENT REQUIREMENTS AND FUTURE GROWTH. 

 DESIGN THE CENTER TO ENHANCE THE IMAGE AND EXPERIENCE OF THE CAMPUS PARK, 
AND PRESERVE AND COMPLEMENT ITS HISTORIC LEGACY OF LANDSCAPE AND ARCHITECTURE. 

 
UC Berkeley has developed a reputation as a world-class center for the study of Asian 
languages and cultures. The Chang-Lin Tien Center for East Asian Studies will enhance 
this reputation by serving all three components of East Asian studies at Berkeley:  the 
East Asian Library, the Institute of East Asian Studies, and the Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures. 
 
The purpose of the  Tien Center project is to eliminate the existing space deficiencies of 
three campus units that constitute the core of the campus's East Asian Studies 
programs, and to consolidate those programs in state-of-the-art facilities at a single 
Campus Park site, in order to accommodate a coherent and vibrant program in East 
Asian Studies for the foreseeable future.  Those programs, the East Asian Library, the 
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Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, and the Institute of East Asian 
Studies, are currently housed in inadequate and dysfunctional space in four different 
buildings scattered across the campus. The Tien Center would be implemented in two 
phases due to funding constraints.   
 
Phase 1, a new East Asian Library, would bring together in a single facility one of the 
world's finest East Asian collections, for the first time in over a hundred years. The 
Phase 2 project would complete the complex by providing teaching, office, study, and 
conference spaces for faculty, students, and scholars from the Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures and the Institute of East Asian Studies.  When complete, 
the Tien Center project would provide enough space to meet the projected needs of 
these programs for many years to come. It would also correct various access, fire and 
life safety, and environmental control deficiencies for the programs and collections, and 
would provide state of the art technology and infrastructure. 
 
The East Asian Library is at the heart of Berkeley’s research and teaching in East Asian 
studies. Its Chinese, Japanese, and Korean collections are ranked among the top four 
academic library collections in the United States, and attract visiting scholars from 
around the world. The Center for Chinese Studies Library, a branch of the East Asian 
Library, offers more than 68,000 volumes and serves as the nation’s leading academic 
resource for research on contemporary China. 
 
The Institute of East Asian Studies unites the Centers for Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean studies, the Chao Yuen Ren Center for Chinese Linguistics, and the Group in 
Asian Studies in an interdisciplinary undergraduate and graduate degree program. The 
Institute aims to strengthen the teaching program on East Asia, to promote research on 
East Asia in all of the disciplines and professional programs, to disseminate information 
about East Asia through outreach programs both inside and outside the university, and 
to establish close ties with Asian research institutes.  
 
The Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures is a core teaching department 
for the study of East Asia at Berkeley. It is the one department where all East Asian 
Studies students, no matter what their discipline, can attain the language skills necessary 
for their degrees and later professional work. It offers full four-year sequences of 
modern standard Chinese, Japanese, and Korean, along with training in the classical 
languages of China and Japan. The department currently grants B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees in Chinese and Japanese, and plans to expand its programs in Korean literature 
and culture. Undergraduate classes using materials translated into English allow access 
to the cultures of East Asia for those not specializing in or not yet competent in an East 
Asian language. Advanced undergraduate classes study Chinese, Japanese or Korean 
literature, culture and linguistics in the original languages, while doctoral seminars treat 
specialized research topics at a highly advanced level. 
 
3.2.2 TIEN CENTER PHASE 1 
 
PROJECT PROGRAM 

Phase 1 would be a four-story building of approximately 45,300 ASF (67,500 GSF) to 
house the East Asian Library.  In addition to the book stacks, the building would house 
a rare book collection, a media and digital materials center, reference and periodical 
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reading rooms, study rooms, offices, and a book-processing center.  The lower two 
floors would house the majority of stacks, and the top two floors would house the 
public elements of the library. A total of 28 permanent staff and 18 workers will be 
housed in the Phase 1 building.  Since the current East Asian Library has 23 full time 
staff and 18 student workers, the net new population in Phase 1 would be 5 future new 
employees. 
 
SITE PLAN 

The site plan in Figure 3.2-2 shows the Phase 1 building context with its primary 
entrance on the east side of the building. The siting of the Phase 1 building follows the 
2020 LRDP Campus Park Guidelines with respect to both the Preservation Areas and 
the formal, orthogonal relationships of Doe Library, Haviland Hall, and other buildings 
within the classical core ensemble. The Phase 1 building would displace an existing 
surface parking lot with 34 spaces: this parking would be replaced as part of the 2020 
LRDP parking program. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The architectural treatment of the Phase 1 building follows the 2020 LRDP Campus 
Park Guidelines with respect to orientation, form and materials, while also utilizing 
those elements to create a modern building of its own time. The building structure 
would be reinforced concrete construction with a steel truss roof. The upper portion of 
the building would be sheathed in granite, with a concrete base and a red tile hip roof, as 
depicted in the study model shown in Figures 3.2-5 through 3.2-6. 
 
3.2.3 TIEN CENTER PHASE 2 
 
PROJECT PROGRAM 

The Phase 2 building is planned to accommodate up to 43,000 GSF.  The building 
would house the Institute for East Asian Studies and the Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures, including offices, lounges, an auditorium, classrooms and 
seminar rooms. The intent of the program is to consolidate two existing campus 
departments into one building. 
 
SITE PLAN 

The Phase 2 building would be located on the western base of Observatory Hill, north 
of the proposed Phase 1 building, and directly east of Haviland Hall. A common 
circulation/plaza space would be renovated between the two buildings. The project 
design guidelines prepared for the Phase 2 building suggest the primary entrance to the 
Phase 2 building would be across from the Haviland east entrance.  The project 
guidelines further establish the following design objectives for Phase 2:  
 
 Design a distinctive modern structure that mediates the contrasting relationship of 

the classical Haviland Hall to the adjacent naturalistic setting of Observatory Hill. 
 Design a new landscape sensitive to the classical character of Haviland Hall, yet 

respecting and integrating the rustic character of the Observatory Hill landscape. 
 Minimize the impact to Observatory Hill by merging the building into the hill. 
 Retain and preserve specimen trees in the site vicinity to the extent feasible. 
 Provide a means for disabled individuals to travel from North Gate to the Phase 2 building.  
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ARCHITECTURE 

The design of the exposed west façade of the building would respect and complement 
the classical forms and composition of Haviland Hall, a National Register building. 
Detailed building plans would be developed when funding becomes available. 
 
3.2.4 MEMORIAL STAIR 
 
The Memorial Stair design provides a new open space element for the campus along the 
primary north-south pedestrian route through the Campus.  This element would serve 
as an extension of the current design for the East Asian Library (Phase 1) to create a 
more generous and cohesive link from North Gate to Memorial Glade.   
 
3.2.5 CAMPANILE GLADE 
  
Campanile Glade is a proposed new open space within the Central Glade to the west of 
Evans Hall.  The concept envisioned in the campus Landscape Master Plan is to create a 
formal oval lawn with a perimeter walk on axis with Sather Tower and pedestrian links 
to the College of Engineering to the north.  Like Memorial Glade, the completion of 
Campanile Glade would represent another major step toward restoring the original 
concept of the Central Glade as envisioned in the plans of John Galen Howard. 
Development of this component would permit fill removed from the Tien Center site to 
be managed internally within the campus. 



FIGURE3.2-4  VIEW OF DOE LIBRARY FROM OBSERVATORY HILL : BEFORE(TOP) AND AFTER(BOTTOM)
This figure represents a massing study of the Phase 1 building at the schematic stage of design. Since the study was completed, the archi-

tectural treatment of the Phase 1 building has become more defined, as shown in the study models depicted in figures 3.2-5 and 3.2-6.

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A , B E R K E L E Y
2 0 2 0  L R D P  D R A F T  E I R
3 . 2  P RO J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N : T I E N  C E N T E R



FIGURE 3.2-5  TIEN CENTER ARCHITECTURAL STUDY MODEL: VIEW FROM SOUTH

FIGURE 3.2-6  TIEN CENTER ARCHITECTURAL STUDY MODEL: VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A , B E R K E L E Y
2 0 2 0  L R D P  D R A F T  E I R

3 . 2  P RO J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N : T I E N  C E N T E R



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A , B E R K E L E Y
2 0 2 0  L R D P  D R A F T  E I R
3 . 2  P RO J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N : T I E N  C E N T E R




